
 

ANANYAŚĀSTRAM: 
An International Multidisciplinary Journal 

(A Unique Treatise of Knowledge) 
A Double-Blind Peer-Reviewed, Refereed Journal 

 

 

Navigating Hybrid Culture and Identity: Indian and the Immigrant Experience in Bharati 
Mukherjee's Diasporic Narratives – Mr.Hirankumar Patel 

PUBLISHED BY: YOUNG INDIA PUBLICATION, GANDHINAGAR  Gmail: youngindiapublication@gmail.com  
Volume: 01 | Issue: 01 | March 2025 | ISSN: 3049-3927(ONLINE)  Website: www.youngindiapublication.in  
   Page | 13 

Navigating Hybrid Culture and Identity: Indian and the Immigrant 
Experience in Bharati Mukherjee's Diasporic Narratives 

 
Mr. Hirenkumar R. Patel  

Adhyapak Sahayak, Shree Bhikhabhai Patel Arts College Anand 
 

bstract: The very paper traces 
Bharati Mukherjee's novels, 
specifically focusing on her 

representations of Western India and the 
immigrant experience. Being a prominent 
voice in Indian diasporic literature, 
masterfully presents the problems of 
cultural displacement, adaptation, and the 
negotiation of identity in a foreign. With 
brief analysis of novels like "Jasmine" 
and "Desirable Daughters," this paper 
explores how author depicts the social, 
cultural, and psychological impact of 
migration on individuals and families 
from Western India, especially women, in 
Western societies. It will analyze the 
characters' struggles with issues of class, 
gender, and race, as well as their attempts 
to reconcile their Indian culture and 
custom with their new realities in the 
United States. By examining these very 
novels with diasporic lens, this paper aims 
to contribute to a deeper understanding of 
the multilayered experiences of Indian 
immigrants and the lasting impact of 
cultural hybrid identity. 
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Introduction: Bharati Mukherjee, an 
eminent figure in Indian diasporic 
literature, intricately weaves narratives that 
explore the complexities of cross-cultural 
encounters and assimilation. Her novels, 
notably "Jasmine" and "Desirable 
Daughters," offer profound insights into 
the immigrant experience, particularly 

from the perspective of Indian women 
navigating Western societies. This paper 
delves into Mukherjee's representation of 
Western India and its cultural ethos, 
examining how her protagonists' journeys 
reflect broader themes of identity 
reconstruction, cultural dislocation, and 
the negotiation between tradition and 
modernity. 

Representation of Western India in 
Mukherjee's Narratives 
Mukherjee's portrayal of Western India 
serves as a foundational backdrop against 
which her characters' identities are shaped 
and challenged. In "Desirable Daughters," 
the protagonist, Tara, hails from a 
traditional Bengali family, and her 
upbringing in Calcutta profoundly 
influences her worldview. The novel 
juxtaposes Tara's Indian heritage with her 
life in the United States, highlighting the 
cultural dichotomies she navigates. 
Mukherjee's depiction of Calcutta is rich 
with cultural nuances, traditions, and 
societal expectations, providing readers 
with a vivid understanding of the 
protagonist's roots. This intricate portrayal 
underscores the deep-seated values and 
customs that Tara carries with her, even as 
she immerses herself in a vastly different 
cultural milieu in the United States. 
Similarly, in "Jasmine," the eponymous 
protagonist's journey from a rural village 
in Punjab to the United States encapsulates 
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the transformative experience of 
immigration. Mukherjee vividly portrays 
Jasmine's Indian origins, emphasizing the 
cultural and societal norms that shape her 
early life. As Jasmine transitions into 
various identities in the Western world, her 
Indian heritage remains a poignant 
undercurrent, influencing her perceptions 
and interactions. Mukherjee's narrative 
captures the essence of Jasmine's 
homeland, illustrating the profound impact 
of one's origins on the immigrant 
experience. 

Cross-Cultural Encounters and 
Assimilation 
Mukherjee's protagonists often find 
themselves at the intersection of Eastern 
and Western cultures, grappling with the 
challenges of assimilation and identity 
reconstruction. In "Desirable Daughters," 
Tara's relocation to the United States and 
subsequent divorce signify a departure 
from traditional Indian norms. Her 
relationship with her lover, Andy, further 
exemplifies her immersion into Western 
culture. However, Tara's introspection and 
reconnection with her roots, especially 
through her interactions with her sisters 
and reflections on her ancestry, highlight 
the ongoing negotiation between her 
Indian heritage and adopted Western 
identity. Mukherjee adeptly portrays Tara's 
internal conflict, illustrating the 
complexities inherent in balancing 
multiple cultural identities. 
In "Jasmine," the protagonist's 
metamorphosis through various identities 
like Jyoti, Jasmine, Jase, and Jane 
symbolizes the fluidity of identity in the 
diasporic experience. Each transformation 

reflects Jasmine's adaptation to her 
changing environments, shedding aspects 
of her past while embracing new cultural 
norms. Mukherjee's narrative underscores 
the resilience and agency of diasporic 
individuals as they navigate the 
complexities of assimilation, often 
reconstructing their identities to align with 
their evolving circumstances. 

Negotiation Between Tradition and 
Modernity 
A recurring theme in Mukherjee's work is 
the tension between tradition and 
modernity. Her protagonists often embody 
this conflict, striving to honor their cultural 
heritage while embracing the freedoms and 
opportunities presented by Western 
societies. In "Desirable Daughters," Tara's 
life in San Francisco, characterized by 
modern relationships and a departure from 
traditional norms, contrasts sharply with 
her sister Parvati's adherence to 
conventional Indian values in Calcutta. 
This dichotomy highlights the diverse 
ways in which individuals negotiate their 
cultural identities in the face of modernity. 
Similarly, in "Jasmine," the protagonist's 
journey from a traditional Indian village to 
the modern Western world encapsulates 
the challenges of reconciling one's heritage 
with the demands of a new cultural 
context. Jasmine's ability to adapt and 
reinvent herself signifies the dynamic 
nature of identity in the diasporic 
experience, reflecting the broader struggle 
between preserving tradition and 
embracing modernity. 

Brief Individual account of Jasmine 
Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine is a 
thoughtful study of cultural 
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transformation, identity reconstruction, 
and the complexities of immigration. The 
novel records the journey of its 
protagonist, Jyoti, a young woman from 
rural Punjab, as she directs life across 
different cultural landscapes. Mukherjee’s 
narrative sheds light on the diasporic 
experience, capturing the essence of cross-
cultural encounters and the challenges of 
assimilation while reflecting the resilience 
of diasporic individuals. 
As text opens, Hasnapur, a small village in 
Punjab, which represents the deeply rooted 
cultural traditions of India. This rural 
setting is rich with community values, 
family honor, and gender expectations, all 
of which play a formative role in shaping 
Jyoti’s early life. Mukherjee vividly 
portrays the societal norms and constraints 
of this environment, emphasizing the 
weight of tradition on individual lives. 
Jyoti’s marriage to Prakash a forward-
thinking man with dreams of modernity 
marks the first step in her journey toward 
transformation. However, his early death 
at the hands of extremists shatters these 
aspirations, compelling Jyoti to leave India 
and embark on a journey of self-discovery 
in the United States. 

In USA, Jyoti’s transformation begins, 
marked by her changing names as Jyoti, 
Jasmine, Jase, and Jane. Each name 
represents a distinct phase of her evolving 
identity, highlighting the fluidity of self in 
the diasporic experience. As Jasmine, she 
clings to her Indian heritage while 
navigating the unfamiliar terrain of 
Western culture. Her relationships and 
interactions with characters like Taylor, 
Bud Ripplemeyer, and Du exemplify the 

complexities of cultural adaptation. 
Through these encounters, Mukherjee 
captures the tension between Jasmine’s 
traditional upbringing and the freedoms 
offered by her new environment. 

The theme of assimilation is central to 
Jasmine’s journey. Mukherjee portrays her 
protagonist as resilient and adaptable, 
capable of shedding past identities to 
survive and thrive in a foreign land. For 
instance, Jasmine’s fluency in English and 
her embrace of American customs 
symbolize her gradual integration into 
Western society. Yet, this assimilation is 
not without conflict. Memories of her 
Indian upbringing and the rituals of her 
childhood persist, creating a poignant 
tension between her past and present 
selves. 

Identity in Jasmine is depicted as dynamic 
and multifaceted, a hallmark of diasporic 
literature. Mukherjee’s protagonist 
embodies the immigrant’s ability to adapt 
and reinvent oneself in response to new 
environments. Jasmine’s transformations 
from a traditional Indian girl to a self-
assured woman in America underscore the 
fluidity of identity and the resilience 
required to navigate cultural dislocation. 

Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine is a rich and 
nuanced exploration of the diasporic 
experience. By tracing the protagonist’s 
journey, the novel illuminates the tensions 
between tradition and modernity, the 
challenges of cross-cultural encounters, 
and the complexities of assimilation. 
Mukherjee’s portrayal of Jasmine as a 
resilient and adaptable figure reflects the 
broader struggles and triumphs of 
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diasporic individuals. Through its vivid 
storytelling and insightful analysis of 
identity, Jasmine contributes significantly 
to the discourse on immigration, cultural 
hybridity, and the evolving nature of 
selfhood in a globalized world. 

Brief individual account of Desirable 
Daughters 
Bharati Mukherjee’s Desirable Daughters 
unlike Jasmine is a captivating account of 
identity, cultural conflict, and the 
negotiation between tradition and 
modernity within the diasporic experience. 
The novel, set against the backdrop of both 
Calcutta, India, and contemporary 
America, tells the story of Tara Lata, a 
woman who views the complexities of her 
Indian heritage while accepting a modern, 
independent life in the United States. 
Through Tara’s journey, Mukherjee 
examines themes of cultural 
transformation, familial bonds, and the 
struggles inherent in forging a hybrid 
identity. 
The novel opens with Tara recounting the 
legend of her namesake, the “Tree Bride,” 
a young Bengali girl who was married off 
to a tree after the sudden death of her 
human groom. This story, steeped in the 
traditions and superstitions of rural 
Bengal, serves as a metaphor for the 
weight of cultural history that Tara carries 
with her. Mukherjee’s vivid depiction of 
Calcutta, with its bustling streets, joint 
families, and rich traditions, highlights the 
deeply rooted values that define Tara’s 
origins. However, Tara’s migration to the 
United States and her subsequent life in 
San Francisco contrast sharply with the 
world she left behind, underscoring the 

dichotomies between Eastern and Western 
cultural paradigms. 

Tara’s life in America is emblematic of the 
challenges of assimilation faced by many 
immigrants. Divorced from her husband, 
Bish, she embraces a lifestyle that reflects 
her personal autonomy and modern 
sensibilities. Her relationship with her 
lover, Andy, signifies her integration into 
Western culture and her willingness to 
redefine traditional notions of 
womanhood. Yet, despite her outward 
rejection of certain Indian norms, Tara 
remains deeply connected to her heritage, 
as seen in her interactions with her family 
and her reflections on her upbringing. This 
duality underscores the tension between 
her Indian identity and her American life, 
a recurring theme in Mukherjee’s work. 

The novel also delves into the 
complexities of familial bonds and 
generational differences within the 
diasporic experience. Tara’s sisters, Padma 
and Parvati, embody different facets of the 
Indian diaspora. Padma, a successful 
businesswoman in America, represents a 
pragmatic and assimilated identity, while 
Parvati, who remains in India, adheres to 
traditional values and the expectations of 
their cultural heritage. Through these 
contrasting characters, Mukherjee 
highlights the diverse ways in which 
individuals negotiate their cultural 
identities in the face of migration and 
modernity. 

Mukherjee further explores the theme of 
identity reconstruction through Tara’s 
search for the truth behind the mysterious 
arrival of a young man claiming to be her 
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illegitimate son. This subplot serves as a 
catalyst for Tara’s introspection and her 
reconciliation with her past. It also forces 
her to confront the interconnectedness of 
her Indian roots and her American present. 
The blending of myth, history, and 
contemporary narrative in Desirable 
Daughters underscores the fluid and 
multifaceted nature of identity, particularly 
within the diasporic context. 

Language and cultural dislocation play 
significant roles in Tara’s story. While she 
is fluent in English and adept at navigating 
American society, her Indian heritage 
often manifests in subtle yet profound 
ways, such as her memories of familial 
traditions or her engagement with Indian 
communities in the diaspora. Mukherjee 
uses these moments to emphasize the 
enduring presence of cultural roots, even 
as individuals adapt to new environments. 

At its core, Desirable Daughters is a story 
about the negotiation between tradition 
and modernity. Mukherjee portrays Tara 
as a woman caught between two worlds, 
striving to honor her cultural heritage 
while forging a path that aligns with her 
personal aspirations. This negotiation is 
evident in Tara’s reflections on her 
family’s expectations, her relationship 
with her son Rabi, and her own evolving 
sense of self. Mukherjee’s nuanced 
portrayal of these dynamics captures the 
complexities of the immigrant experience, 
particularly for women who must navigate 
both gender and cultural expectations. 

Conclusion 
Bharati Mukherjee's novels offer profound 
insights into the diasporic experience, 

particularly concerning the representation 
of Western India and the complexities of 
cross-cultural encounters. Through her 
nuanced portrayal of protagonists like Tara 
and Jasmine, Mukherjee explores themes 
of identity reconstruction, cultural 
dislocation, and the negotiation between 
tradition and modernity. Her narratives 
underscore the resilience and adaptability 
of diasporic individuals, contributing 
significantly to our understanding of the 
immigrant experience and the fluidity of 
cultural boundaries. 
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